
Court of Common Pleas of Fayette County to Restore Operations

The Pennsylvania Supreme Court has ordered county courts to restore a wider
range of operations, prioritizing critical functions and promoting timely
administration of justice in all other matters subject to health and safety
considerations. 

Court operations will resume on May 11th giving due deference to social
distance, enhanced facility cleaning, and other safety precautions as
necessary. For proceedings that must be held in person, appropriate safety
measures will be employed. Anyone entering the court facilities shall wear a
mask for the duration and comply with safety measures consistent with the
current federal and state executive guidance associated with countering the
spread of the COVID-19 virus. 

Attorneys and litigants are encouraged to confirm hearings scheduled for May
2020 with the presiding judge and make appropriate arrangements if the same
can be held by telephone or video conference. Criminal jury trials remain
suspended for the May and June criminal court terms. Attorneys are
encouraged to attend in-person hearings with only their client and any
necessary witnesses. Attorneys should advise the presiding judge when
matters can be decided on the papers without a hearing or an argument.

Motions shall be regularly docketed and filed in accordance with Local Rules
for Motions Court. Motions Court at 9:00 a.m. remains suspended throughout
May 2020. Attorneys of record or pro se litigants shall not appear in Motions
Court and will be contacted by telephone by the assigned judge’s chambers for
disposition of all motions.

The Fayette County Child Custody Services will resume scheduled mediation
conferences beginning on May 11, 2020, subject to specific procedures and
social distancing measures provided by that office. Contact the Office of Child
Custody Services to confirm procedures prior to appearance.

Communications to judges' chambers and the office of the Court Administrator
shall be by telephone, mail, email, or fax and not in person. Documents should
continue to be mailed for filing when able. 


